Trust, The Foundation of Leadership

Introduction:

1.  I want to talk with you this morning about the role of trust as an element of spiritual leadership.

2.  I think that there is no greater honor that you can bestow upon anyone than allowing them to lead you.  

     a.  Leadership does not come from titles.

     b.  Leadership does not come from self-appointment.

     c.  Leadership is not about having more power than everyone else.  

     d.  Leadership is something that is granted by those who are willing to follow.  Leaders have 

          power, but only because people willingly allow them to have control in their lives.

3.  Jesus is our leader.  We submit to Him as Lord.  We grant Him absolute control in our lives.

And why?  Because we trust Him.  Like little children, confident in the arms of loving parents, we entrust our safety and well-being, to a God who loves us and gave Himself for us (Jn. 3:16; Eph 5:25).

4.  Confident in God’s goodness and trusting in His kindness, we are bridges between the distrustful (unbelieving) and God.  In this role we are leading others to trust in God.

5.  I have a bridge across the road leading to my house.  Drivers of heavy trucks often stop and will not cross it.  I talk with them about how it has five steel I-Beams under it.  I observe that these beams are set in concrete on both sides.  I tell them about other heavy trucks safely crossing.  I am acting as a leader to build trust.

6.  We are in the business of bridging the gap between unbelievers and God.  But if we are to be effective, people must trust us.  And that means we must do everything within our power to be trustworthy.  By being trustworthy we will increase our effectiveness in leading others to Christ.

7.  Welcome.

Discussion:

I.  The biblical concept of trust is captured in the words translated belief or faith.  The difference between the words “belief” and “faith” is that “belief” is used as a verb and “faith” is used as a noun.

     A.  If you look up the words “belief” and “faith” in Vine’s Dictionary of N.T. Words you will 

           find the same word family in both places.

     B.  Under “belief, believe, believers” you find the following words.

           1.  pisteuo, verb.
           2.  peitho, verb.

           3.  pistis, noun.

           4.  pistos, adjective.

      C.  Under “faith.”

            1.  pistis, noun.

       D.  Vine defines pistis as “firm persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing (akin to peitho, 

              to persuade).

              1.  I create this kind of faith in the bridge leading to my house when I persuade the truck 

                    drivers to drive across it.

                2.  Vine says this word is used of trust.  It is the word that occurs in Heb. 11:1.  “Faith 

                     is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  I assure 

                     those truck drivers of the reliability of my bridge.  When they have conviction they 

                     drive across. 

                 3.  This faith comes by hearing (Rom. 10:17)

            E.  This meaning is further evidenced in the words translated belief, believe and 

                  believers.

                  1.  Vine says of pisteuo that it means to believe, to be persuaded of, and hence, to 

                       place confidence in, to trust, to rely upon.

                  2.  Used in Jn. 20:30-31.  “ . . . these have been written that you may believe.”

                       That you may be persuaded so as to place your confidence in, or trust in Jesus, so 

                        that you rely upon Him.

                  3.  This is not a particularly religious concept.  We trust our banker with our money.

                        We trust our doctor with our health.  We trust our insurance agent.  We grant 

                         special privileges to all these people to lead us in their special area of expertise.

              F.  Christians are people who have placed their trust in Jesus Christ as their spiritual 

                    leader.  But we have others that we allow to lead us in the spiritual area as well.

                    John, Peter, Paul are all spiritual leaders.  Our parents, our Bible class teachers,

                    preachers, elders, Christian friends, anyone we allow to influence us spiritually 

                    is a spiritual leader.  Hopefully all of them are leading us to follow Christ.  And we

                    are spiritual leaders.  Others are following us.

II.  We must live our lives in a way that is worthy of our follower’s trust.

      A.  We must be genuine.  

             1.  Paul told the Philippians to follow his example (Phil. 3:17).

             2.  He admonished the Thessalonians to do the same thing (2 Thess. 3:7).

             3.  If Paul had preached one thing and done something else; if he told Titus to 

                  be an example in good deeds (Titus 2:7), but was a reprobate himself what motive 

                  would Titus have had to do what Paul said?  A young man, expecting his first child, 

                  asked me in Colombia “What do I need to do to assure that my child will be a 

                  Christian?”  My answer, “Let your faith be genuine and you will exercise power on 

                   that child to be a Christian.”  There are no guarantees.  But if they see any insincerity 

                   in your faith they simply will not trust you or your faith.  Are you acting in good 

                   faith toward those you lead?  

      B.  There are two factors affecting your trustworthiness.

            1.  Your actions.  Your credibility.  Your honesty.  Your genuineness.

            2.  Your followers’ perceptions of your actions.  Sometimes you do not do anything 

                  wrong, but other people’s perceptions cause their trust to be undermined.

                  a.  Eating meat sacrificed to an idol is nothing, because an idol is nothing, but if

                       someone believes it is wrong and sees you eating, will he place his trust in you as 

                       his spiritual leader?

                  b.  Leaders are held to a higher standard.

                  c.  People distrust what they do not know.  They become suspicious.  I know a man, a 

                       very good friend of mine, who distrusts education.  He doesn’t have a lot of formal 

                       education.  He is very bright.  Ran a very successful business.  But he 

                       had the idea that education lead to liberalism.  He came to distrust me because I 

                       was going to college.  I was too inexperienced to know what to do to reassure him.

                       His suspiciousness contributed to a problem in the church.

           C.  This means that we must cultivate relationships in order to establish and maintain                              

                 trust.

                 1.  Trust is not developed by distance.  It is developed when we know and have 

                      confidence in one another.

                      a.  I watch my relationships with people grow when I talk with them, visit with 

                           them and they with me.  The more contact we have the more they know about 

                           me and I know about them.  We come to trust strongly in each other.  If this 

                           person is not a Christian, the trust relationship gives me a foundation upon 

                           which I can lead them to Christ.  There is nothing unethical about this.  If I were 

                           building a relationship with them in order to “get them to go to church,” that 

                           might be unethical.  But that is not what I am doing.  I am genuinely concerned 

                           about them.  I love them.

                      b.  I watch my relationships with Christians deteriorate.  We grow distant.  Next 

                           thing I know they are thinking something negative about me.  Trust has 

                           diminished.

                      c.  They begin to say things that are slanderous about me.  They are undermining 

                           other people’s trust in me.  My ability to influence people for Christ is 

                           diminishing.  Trust is not developed by gossip and negative talk.  It is developed 

                           by me speaking highly of you so that others place trust in you and allow you to 

                           influence them for Christ.  When we build trust in other Christians we are 

                           allowing them to lead others to Christ.

                  2.  Relationships are two-way streets.  I need to cultivate my relationship with you.

                       You need to cultivate your relationship with me.

                  3.  It is easier to maintain trust than it is to rebuild it after it is lost.

                  4.  Trust is built up over time.

Conclusion:

1.  Christ Jesus is our ultimate leader.  He did not manipulate us to get something from us.  He did not manipulate us so that he could be powerful.

2.  He led us to trust him so that he could give us eternal life.  That is the goal of God’s spiritual leaders today.  Their goal is not to lead so that they have power.  It is not to lead so that they get their way.  It is not to lead so they can crush others down.  Their goal is to lead so they can rejoice in the good fortune of others (Heb. 13:17).

3.  Why does a parent lead their children to obey the Lord?  Why does a Bible class teacher lead their class to obey the Lord?  Why does a preacher lead people to obey God?  Why are Christians leading others to the right?  They are not leading for their benefit.  They are leading for you.  You are not leading for personal benefit are you?  You are leading for others.

4.  That’s why you work to be trustworthy.  Trust is the foundation of leadership.  We are bridges between the distrustful and unbelieving and their God.  Make sure the bridge is worthy.

