Responsibility

Introduction:

1.  From the way my parents were acting just days before my 10th birthday, I thought for sure that I would finally get a horse of my own.  I spent hours dreaming of riding across the fields;

hand-feeding it apples and carrots in the barn and the fancy saddle that would make all my friends jealous.  

2.  I squealed with excitement when my father walked in to my party and announced that he had a special gift for his birthday girl.  Then my heart sank as he opened his cupped hands and presented me with a baby chick.  

3.  My disappointment was evident on my face, he smiled and handed me the chick.  “It’s all yours.  I think you’re ready to take care of this chick by yourself.”

4.  That chick turned out to be harder to raise than I thought.  I had to mend all the small holes in the chicken yard fence, feed her and make sure she had fresh water.  Some days the weather seemed too bad to have to trudge out to the chicken coop, but my father would remind me that my chicken was relying on me for its care, and out the door I would go.

5.  My 11th birthday rolled around without anticipation.  I had given up on my dream for a horse.  

As I walked into the kitchen that morning, my father pointed toward a large wrapped box by the back door.  Tearing open the wrapper I found a beautiful saddle with a note that read, “Take this to your new friend in the barn.  You’ve earned her.”

6.  Responsibility.  We all need to be taught it.  And we all need to accept it.  You cannot lead without it.

7.  But we all need a clear motive for accepting responsibility . . . Do you want your children to go to heaven when they die?  Do you want your grandchildren to go to heaven when they die?

Do you want them to live a life of joy and peace and service to others while they are here?  Then you must accept the responsibility of spiritual leadership.  You cannot sit in the background and wait for others to act.  You cannot dismiss yourself when the weather is bad.  Your chicken is relying on you.  You can’t ride with the horses until you can get up with the chickens.

Discussion:

I.  Since the beginning, God has been holding people responsible.

    A.  When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden he gave them responsibility.

          1.  To subdue the earth.

          2.  Cultivate and keep the garden.

          3.  Avoid the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

    B.  When they violated these instructions God held them accountable.

          1.  Confronted each.

          2.  Identified the consequences of the violation.

    C.  There is something inherent in being created in God’s image that makes man responsible 

          for his actions.  In the Law of Moses, if a man had an unruly ox that was in the habit of 

          goring, the owner was held responsible if that ox killed someone (Ex. 21:29-32).

     D.  In Deut. 18 when God revealed to Israel that he would speak to them through prophets he 

           said, “Whoever will not listen to My words which the prophet shall speak in My name, I 

           Myself will require it of him” (v. 19).

      E.  If people were held responsible to obey the word of the O.T. prophets how much more the 

           words of God’s own son (Heb. 2:1-4)? 

II.  We tend to shy-away from responsibility.

      A.  When caught in sin Adam said, “The woman whom you gave me, she . . .”  Eve said, 

            “The serpent . . .”  Each seems to have wanted to shift the blame.  To explain.  No one 

             said, “I did it.  I am sorry.”

      B.  Typical responses. 

            1.  Blame someone else.

            2.  Excuse ourselves.

            3.  Justify our behavior.  “I did it because . . .”

      C.  There is another sense in which we are responsible.  Not only are we responsible when 

            we sin, but sometimes God gives us assignments and we are responsible for carrying 

            them out.  And sometimes we shy-away from these responsibilities.

            1.  The well-known example of Moses who was called upon to lead Israel out of Egypt 

                 (Ex. 4:1ff).

                 a.  “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me?”

                 b.  “I have never been eloquent.  I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”

                 c.  “Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will.”

            2.  People gave excuses in the parable of the dinner, representative of God’s inviting 

                 people into the kingdom (Lk. 14:16ff).

            3.  In the parable of the talents, the one talent man said he was afraid and hid his talent, 

                 but the master identified him as wicked and lazy (Matt. 25:24ff).

            4.  Excuses.  Justifications.  Blame-pining others.  Are all typical responses.  But there is 

                 one that is really good.  Diminishing your ability.  “I am not eloquent.”   

                  a.  This one is so very “polite.”  It gives the impression of humility.

                  b.  God’s answer:   find the resources to supplement your lack of ability.

                        1)  God said to Moses, “I will be with your mouth.”

                        2)  Secondly, “Aaron speaks fluently.”

            5.  Sometimes we allow the shame of past sins to excuse us from fulfilling 

                 responsibilities.  Probably genuine humility.  Don’t allow the devil to shame you to 

                 the point of hindering your work for the Lord.

                 a.  Paul regarded himself as chiefest of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15).  He was a persecutor of 

                     Christians, but God used him as a marvelous leader in his kingdom.

                 b.  Peter denied the Lord, but God used him.

                 c.  God works through sinners like us.  He takes dimly burning wicks and fans them 

                      into flame. 

                 d.  “I am not worthy.”  That’s right.  But God uses humble servants.

III.  God increases our responsibilities and expects great things from us (Matt. 25:21, 23, 26-29).

        A.  This message comes through clearly in the parable of the talents (Matt. 25).

              1.  The five-talent man was told, “I will put you in charge of many things” (21).

              2.  The two-talent man was told, “I will put you in charge of many things” (23).

               3.   The five-talent man received the one talent from the one talent man (26-28).

               4.  Jesus added, “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an 

                    abundance” (29).

         B.   I am overwhelmed by the level of expectation that God has for us.

               1.  He called on fishermen, and tax-collectors, uneducated men, common folk to “go 

                    and make disciples of all the nations.”  What an awesome responsibility.

               2.  God used Amos, a sheepherder to speak to Israel (1:1).  Amos said, “I am not a 

                    prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but a herdsman and a grower of sycamore figs” 

                   (7:14-15).

               3.  Jeremiah said, “Lord, I do not know how to speak, because I am a youth.”  But the 

                    Lord said, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ because everywhere I send you you shall go” 

                    (1:6-7).

               4.  The Lord has given us these children and said, “Train them up” (Eph. 6:4).

               5.  The Lord has given us these people and said, “Stimulate them to love and good 

                     deeds” (Heb. 10:24).

               6.  The Lord has given us this community and the world and said, “Go and make 

                     disciples.”

               7.  God never expects anything from anyone that he is not willing to give the 

                    blessings necessary to accomplish the task.  You accept the responsibility and God 

                    will give the power.

               8.  Matthew and Mark describe Jesus in Gethsemane anticipating the cross.  They say, 

                    “He was grieved to the point of death.”  There he prayed, “Father remove this cup 

                    from Me.”  What a responsibility to bear the sin of mankind?  Luke says his sweat 

                    became like drops of blood.  He adds, “An angel from heaven appeared, 

                    strengthening him.”   God always gives what is necessary to do the work.

IV.  Accepting responsibility is part of being more spiritually mature.

       A.  Jesus trained the apostles before sending them out.  God trained Moses 40 years in Egypt 

             and then 40 years in the wilderness of Sinai before using him to lead Israel.  God trains 

             us.  Disciplines us through the word, through the experiences of life, through leaders that 

             he has given us (Eph. 4:11ff) and then he expects us to take responsibility and lead.

       B.   Old leaders are dying.  We are rapidly becoming the front line.

              1.  This has always been the procedure.  Moses to Joshua.  David to Solomon.  Elijah to 

                   Elisha.

              2.  Joshua began his leadership by saying to the people, “Prepare to go in to possess the 

                   land which the Lord your God is giving you” (1:11).  He led the way.

              3.  Solomon prayed, “Give me wisdom” (1 Kings 3:9).  Are you praying that prayer?

              4.  In 2 Kings 2 Elijah was about to die.  Elisha said, “Let a double portion of your spirit 

                   be upon me” (9).  Are you praying that prayer?

                   When Elijah was taken up in the chariot of fire his mantle fell to the earth.  Elisha 

                   took it up and when he came to the Jordan he struck the waters and God divided 

                   them and Elijah crossed over.  The mantle had fallen to him.  He was a leader in 

                   Israel.  The mantle has fallen to us.

         C.  Will we follow through?  Leaders need to follow through to the end.  This is a lesson 

               that Paul taught Timothy (2 Tim. 4:1-8).

                  1.  The immature may quit.

                  2.  The spiritually mature leads to the end.

             D.  “We are maintenance.”

                   1.  Phyllis story about maintenance at school.

                   2.  No excuses.  No blaming.  No shifting of responsibility.  No diminishing of our 

                        abilities.

                   3.  We are maintenance.  It is our responsibility.  We must lead.

Conclusion:

1.  Do you want your children to go to heaven when they die?

2.  Your chicken is relying on you?

3.  Will you accept the responsibility of spiritual leadership?

