
5 Gift Giving 

 

The Gift of Christ and the Recalibration of Life 

Gal. 1:1-4 

Introduction: 

 

1.  I have a new toy.  It is a mini-drone.  It is a quite fascinating piece of machinery.  I am just 

learning how to use it. 

2.  Before you take off it has to calibrate itself to know where home base is.  Each time you want to 

take off from a different place it recalibrates so that it can come back to that location. 

3.  In the Book of Galatians Paul reflects on the recalibration of his life as a result of the gift of 

Christ and also on the recalibration of the Galatians as a result of their having received this same 

gift. 

 

Discussion: 

 

I.  The introduction of Galatians is phenomenal in its relationship to the purpose of the book (1:1-4). 

 

    A.  First, there is the source of Paul’s sending. 

         1.  NOT from men, NOR the agency of men. 

         2.  BUT from Jesus Christ and God, the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 

    B.  Second, there is the grace and peace extended from God our Father and the Lord  

         Jesus Christ, who GAVE Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from the  

         present evil age according to the will of our God. 

    C.  Already two radical concepts are introduced:  that of resurrection and that of Jesus  

          Christ GIVING Himself for our sins. 

    D.  So with this introduction there is a reminder of “the gift” given, a reminder of the origin  

          of “the gift,” and a reminder that Paul was sent as an apostle to deliver “the gift.”  What  

          is this gift?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ who gave Himself for our sins to rescue us from  

          this evil age.  The gospel is the good news of this gift. 

    E.  But Paul charges the Galatians with desertion (1:6-7). 

         1.  They are deserting God who had called them by the grace of Christ. 

              a.  Note that they are “called by the grace of Christ.” 

              b.  We have defined this gift as that which softens and humbles hearts to accept the  

                   gift in covenantal faith that leads to gratitude, service and obedience. 

         2.  They are deserting the gift giver, who had called them by the grace of Christ. 

              a.  How could they desert such a gift giver? 

              b.  How could they desert the gift of Christ? 

              c.  This good news had come from God! 

              d.  Paul reasons, “If an angel preached something contrary he is accursed! 

                   If we preach something contrary we are to be cursed!  If any man is preaching  



                   something contrary he is to be cursed!  “I am no longer trying to please men, but  

                   God!” he says in exclamation. 

         3.  It is like my drone deserting home base. 

II.  The call was issued by God (1:15; cf. 5:8; 1 Thess. 5:24; 1 Cor. 1:9; 7:17-24). 

 

     A.  Paul emphasizes divine initiative. 

     B.  It is without regard to status, moral worth, nationality, religion (Rom. 4:17; 9:6-12; 1  

           Cor. 1:26-31). 

     C.  They were called by the grace of Christ without regard to their alignment with the Law  

           (3:2, 5; cf. Acts 15). 

     D.  Without regard to their human progress toward the truth (Gal. 4:8-11). 

     E.  Without regard to anything that commended them to God.  They were sinners (Gal.  

          2:15). 

     F.  This gracious gift was given without regard to the worthiness of its recipients.  So now  

          they should go back and try to be worthy by means of keeping the law?????  To do so  

          is desertion.  “If righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly”  

          (Gal. 2:21). 

 

III.  The gift of Christ, as revealed in the gospel, realigns and recalibrates loyalties. 

 

      A.  In the ancient world gift giving created and sustained certain relational loyalties.  It  

           created expectations and obligations. 

           1.  It created an environment of people pleasing. 

           2.  The gift of Christ made Paul a bond-servant of Christ.  He sought the favor of God  

                (Gal. 1:10-11), not of men. 

      B.  This stood in contrast to his former manner of life (1:13-24). 

           1.  His former manner of life was characterized by persecution of the church of God. 

           2.  But God called him by His grace (1:15). 

           3.  It resulted in a totally different direction (vs. 15ff). 

           4.  He had been zealous for his ancestral traditions (v. 14). 

           5.  But as a result of the gracious gift of Christ his zealousness had turned from loyalty  

                to those traditions to loyalty to Christ (Gal. 2). 

           6.  This is what he means when he says, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in  

                me” (Gal. 2:20).  He continues, “The life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in  

                the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (2:20). 

      C.  The gift of Christ changes loyalties. 

            1.  Loyalty to self—“I no longer live. . .”  All self-centered loyalties are given up to  

                 Christ.  Evidenced in Paul’s preaching even in the face of persecution (2 Cor. 4:8- 

                 18). 

             2.  Loyalty to ancestral traditions is superseded by loyalty to Christ.  Paul’s upbringing  

                 was surprisingly at odds with loyalty to God (Gal. 1:13-14; Phil. 3:2-9). 



             3.  Loyalty to pleasing men is superseded by loyalty to Christ (Gal. 1:10).  Paul had  

                 attempted to please men.  Now, he says, “If I were still trying to please men . . .” 

             4.  It is the gift of Christ that leads to His Lordship over us. 

                  a.  It is His Spirit within us that leads to walking in His statutes (Ezek. 36:27). 

                  b.  The Galatians had not received the Spirit by works of the law, but by hearing  

                       with faith (3:1-2). 

                  c.  The Galatians are to walk by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16ff). 

             5.  This is what constitutes a faithful response to His gift (Gal. 3:6ff). 

 

Conclusion: 

 

1.  Why would anyone desert Christ?  Desert the gift of God’s grace and turn back to seeking to be 

justified by law (Gal. 5:4)?  To do such severs one from Christ and constitutes falling from the gift of 

grace. 

2.  The only thing that means anything is “faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6). 

3.  What matters is “a new creation” (Gal. 6:15). 

4.  Norms are recalibrated.  Allegiances are reset.  Relationships are transformed.  All because of the 

gift of Christ. 

              


