
276 Souls 
Acts 27 

 
Introduction: 
 
1.  In chapters 27 and 28 of the Book of Acts Luke, Paul’s traveling companion (along with 
Aristarchus), describes their journey from Caesarea to Rome. 
2.  It is a journey fraught with excitement, great fear, and life-threatening circumstances.   
3.  In many ways this journey across the Mediterranean is analogous to our journey of life. 
4.  The Mediterranean is beautiful, and life is beautiful.  The Mediterranean storms are 
threatening and hazardous, and the storms of life are often overwhelming.   
5.  While the account Luke gives reflects accurately the geography and weather conditions of 
the Mediterranean and therefore reflects the accuracy of his historical account there is more 
going on here than a validation of Luke as a historian.   
6.  What are some of the things relevant to our experiences that we can glean from what 
happened on this journey?  What we plan to do in this lesson is look at the background of what 
motivated the trip in the first place, then we will get into the text, read, and make some 
relevant observations as we go along. 
 
Discussion: 
 
I.  The background.  Click here  https://youtu.be/gHjB_xZlPTU to watch a 9-minute video that includes     
    background and overview of Acts 27-28. 
 
     A.  Paul had been preaching extensively to the Gentiles. 
     B.  He went up to the city of Jerusalem where it was observed by the brethren that some  
           thought he was teaching Jews among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, to not circumcise  
           their children and to not walk according to the customs of the Jews (Acts 21:17ff).   
           1.  It was recommended that he validate his keeping the Law by paying the vows of four  
                men as they completed the prescribed days of purification and sacrifice. 
           2.  This took him into the temple.   
           3.  Here he was accused of preaching against Jews, the Law, and the Temple.  He was  
                brought before the Sanhedrin.  He was rescued by the Romans and moved to Caesarea  
                under armed guard after a plot was formed by some Jews to assassinate him.  He was  
                tried before Felix, again before Festus, then again before Agrippa, where he exercised  
                his right as a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar.   Read Acts 26:30-32. 
 
II.  Reading of Acts 27:1-8. 
 
      The map below will help you trace the events of the journey. 
       --Note that Paul was tried by Agrippa at Caesarea (Acts 25:13).  This was the place from  
          which they set sail. 
 

https://youtu.be/gHjB_xZlPTU
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Caesarea Maritima the seaport city and site of a Roman palace 
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Below is the recognized site of the palace in Caesarea where Paul was tried. 
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A model of the type of Alexandrian ship Paul would have sailed on.  May have been 180 feet 
long. 

       
 
The following four photos are from BiblePlaces.com. 
Adramyttium harbor in Turkey 

 
Adramyttium was a coastal city located at the head of the Gulf of Adramyttium, on the Caicus 

River in the plain of Thebe. This is on the western coast of Turkey, not far from Assos or 

https://www.bibleplaces.com/assos/


Mitylene on the island of Lesbos, two places Paul had visited on the return from his third 

missionary journey (Acts 20:14). 

 

 

 

 
 
Paul’s first ship was sailing to Adramyttium (on Turkey’s western coast), but at Myra (on the 

southern coast) the prisoners changed ships to an Alexandrian vessel headed for Rome. This 

transfer of passengers would have taken place at Andriace, Myra’s port (and a small city on its 

own). The ship that was headed for Rome was probably loading grain at Myra. Myra-Andriace 

was an important port which served the fleets transporting grain from Egypt to Rome. The 

granary pictured here dates to a little after Paul’s time, and it testifies to Andriace’s importance 

to the grain trade. 

 
 

https://www.bibleplaces.com/acts20/


 
 
Lasea was about 1.5 miles (2.4 km) east of Fair Havens. In the direction the ship was traveling 

(west), Fair Havens would have been the farthest harbor they could reach while staying in “the 

lee of Crete” (the side of the island that protected them from the wind). It seems that Fair Haven 

was truly only a harbor, instead of also being a town unto itself like many of Paul’s other stops. 

To their later regret, the ship’s owner and pilot chose not to spend the winter here. 

 
An ancient writer named Vegetius (4th century AD) records that sailing in the Mediterranean 

after September 15th was dangerous, and after November 11th it was impossible (De 

re militari 4.39). According to the account in Acts, the dangerous season had already set in by 

the time Paul’s ship left Fair Havens. Consequently, they got caught in a seasonal windstorm that 

ultimately resulted in the loss of the ship. 

II.  Reading of 27:9-20. 

     A.  The passage mentions that “the fast was already over.”  This is a reference to the Day of                                        
           Atonement that occurred on October 5 in A.D. 59 (Sir William Ramsey, St. Paul the  
           Traveler and the Roman Citizen, p. 322). 



     B.  You could expect the centurion to listen to the professional sailors rather than Paul. 
           The majority ruled and they put out to sea, thinking they could make Phoenix. 
     C.  Euraquilo is a strong tempestuous northeast wind common in the fall and winter in the   
          Mediterranean. 
     D.  The ships boat was a skiff used for emergencies and transportation to and from shore. 
     E.  The tackle was thrown overboard on the third day of the storm.  This was all the ropes,  
           pulleys, etc. used to load and unload the boat. They had already jettisoned the cargo. 
           They lost all hope of being saved.  Verse 27 mentions the 14 night.  This was not an  
           experience that was soon over. 
 
III.  Reading 27:21-38. 
 
      A.  Paul encouraged them (21-37).  He had seen an angel who said they would all be saved.  
      B.  There were 276 persons on board. 
 
IV.  Reading 27:39-44. 
 
V.  So, what is the significance of this account for us?  What can we learn from it? 
 
      A.  God is concerned about His people. 
            1.  It is obvious that God is concerned about Paul and the Christians traveling with him. 
            2.  But God is also concerned about the others onboard the ship. 
            3.  He is also concerned to get the message of the gospel to Rome. 
            4.  God is concerned about you when you experience storms. 
      B.  God had a mission and made provision for it to be accomplished. 
            1.  He protected lives to accomplish His mission. 
            2.  The mission was not without difficulty. 
            3.  Yet God had provided for the protection of Paul from the Jewish plot through the  
                 Roman authorities.  
            4.  God has a plan for deliverance from storms, but His mission involves a greater  
                  deliverance.  Sometimes we are so caught up in the storms of life that we lose sight  
                  of this greater deliverance. 
       C.  God used Paul to encourage even the unbelievers. 
             1.  It is interesting that the captain of the ship was not the one so used.  Nor was the  
                  Roman centurion Julius used in this way.  The angel spoke to Paul. 
             2.  When the angel spoke to Paul his response was “I believe God that it will turn out  
                   exactly as I have been told.”  Do you believe what God has said? 
       D.  With great difficulty all were saved. 
             1.  We would like to be saved without difficulty. 
             2.  In our most desperate moments dependence upon the Lord and His messengers is  
                  critical. 
             3.  Fear often motivates us to take things into our own hands (29-32, 42). 
       E.  Paul’s statement, “Keep up your courage, for I believe God,” sets the standard for  
            responding appropriately to the “storms of life.”   



             1.  Courage is not based on the grit of just getting on in a time of difficulty. 
             2.  Courage for Paul is based on belief in what God has said. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
1.  276 souls were saved from loss in the storm. 
2.  Are you one that trusts in what God has revealed? 
3.  Is your courage founded upon believing what God has said? 
4.  Are you fearful, attempting to take matters into your own hands? 
             
 
     
 


